
Counting Syllables 
A syllable is a part of a word. It usually has a vowel in it. A syllable is also called a 'beat'  

and we can identify syllables by clapping the 'beats' in words. 
Examples: cat=1 beat, yellow=2 beats, umbrella=3 beats, etc. 

Directions: Select a paragraph in your book, or use the paragraph below.  

As you “count the beats” in each word, write the word in the correct column. 

1 syllable 2 syllables 3 syllables 4 or more syllables 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

As the bus pulled to the curb, everyone was still giggling. I just had to prank someone. I thought about it while we waited in 
line. Maybe I could tell Rosie that her shoe is untied. That would be super funny. No, probably only a kindergartner would 
think up something that lame. What’s so funny about a shoe being untied? And, who would fall for it anyway? I gotta think 
of something better. Thank goodness, I had all day.    

 

(Paragraph from Mila Denton is an April Fool!, by Sandra Byrd Lawson) 

ISBN 978-0-9992497-1-0 (hardcover), ISBN 978-0-9992497-0-3 (paperback) 

Description: When Mila’s parents begin her day with an April Fool’s prank, Mila is determined to plan the best  

April Fool’s Day pranks ever! But Mila quickly discovers it’s hard to come up with good ideas. And while  

she’s trying, everyone else is playing pranks on HER!  

Will the day end before Mila figures out how to “April Fool” Tony Baloney, Rosie, and her parents?  

Or will she have to wait another whole year to plan the best April Fool’s prank ever?  

Use coupon code “link2020” to receive 10% 
off  

Mila Denton is an April Fool!  
when you visit our bookstore at  

www.doodleandpeck.com 

There’s free shipping, too! 

http://www.doodleandpeck.com/

